HCS HB 795, 972, 1128 & 1161 -- COUNTY GOVERNMENT (Johnson
47)

This substitute changes the | aws regardi ng county governnment. In
its main provisions, the substitute:

(1) Prohibits any municipal official, nenber of a school board,
or an enpl oyee of a school district fromserving on a county
board of equalization in counties with a charter form of

gover nnent ;

(2) Allows any second, third, or fourth classification county to
set by ordi nance countywi de speed |limts on roads within
uni ncor porated areas of the county;

(3) Allows the salary conmm ssion of Cape Grardeau County to
determ ne in 2004 whether to equalize the base salary of the
county treasurer to an anobunt not greater than the current

maxi mum statutory salary for treasurers in counties of the first
classification;

(4) Authorizes all counties without a charter form of government
to adopt certain ordinances or resolutions related to its
property, affairs, and |ocal governnment. These ordi nances nay
then be submtted to the voters for approval. No county may pass
an ordi nance that governs any railroad, tel ecomrunications or

wi rel ess conpany, public utility, electric cooperative, or
municipal utility. Under current law, only counties of the
first, second, or fourth classification may adopt ordi nances
related to their property, affairs, and | ocal governnent.
Currently, only counties of the first, second, or fourth
classification are prohibited from adopting ordi nances governi ng
utilities;

(5) Allows county comm ssions and industrial devel opnent
authorities to use landfill fees for econom c devel opnent within
the county. Currently, these fees are used only by industrial
devel opnent aut horities;

(6) Increases the maxi mumrei nbursenent rate for nenbers of
county planning comm ssions. In second and third classification
counties, the rate of reinbursenment for expenses will increase
from$1l5 to $25 per neeting. |In counties with alternative county
pl anni ng and zoning, the rate will increase from$10 to $25;

(7) Requires the Jackson County public adm nistrator, when
serving as conservator and using pool ed accounts for
conservatorship funds, to have the pool ed accounts audited at

| east annual ly by an independent certified public accountant to
be paid for by the county. Wen the accountant's audit report is



filed with the court, the witten certification by a depositary
officer will not be required. Under current |aw, conservators
are required to obtain a witten certification that a bank

of ficer or other depositary officer has viewed securities and
ot her investnents held by the conservator at the bank or other
depositary and verified them agai nst the conservator's filed
settlenment report;

(8) Relieves counties, cities, and villages with fewer than
10,000 inhabitants of liability for the injury or death of a
person attending any fair, festival, or simlar gathering

organi zed or sponsored by the nunicipality. The county or

muni cipality nust post a sign at the gathering stating that they
are not liable for an injury or a death resulting fromthe

i nherent risks of participating in an activity;

(9) Allows Jefferson County to establish county nunicipal courts
and adopt orders with penal provisions in the areas of traffic
viol ations, solid waste managenent, and ani mal control;

(10) Authorizes the Ofice of Adm nistration to provide
techni cal assistance, prepare technical publications, and nake
grants to |local governnments, including unincorporated areas of
counties adopting a plan regarding |ocal planning and | and

devel opment. The substitute al so expands the areas or issues
that can be addressed through conprehensive planning. The state
office is authorized to prepare nodel ordinances, manuals, and

ot her technical publications and distribute themto | ocal
governnents, regional planning conm ssions, and public libraries;

(11) Authorizes the Cass County Comm ssion to inpose a civil
fine of not nore than $1, 000 for m sdeneanor county ordinance
viol ations and requires the county counselor, rather than the
county prosecuting attorney, to prosecute these violations.
Fines are to be deposited into the county general fund and used
to pay for the cost of enforcenent of the ordi nances; and

(12) Renoves the provision stating that Kansas City nunici pal

j udges and court personnel are not subject to court nmanagenent
and case docketing by the presiding judge or rules of the circuit
court.

FI SCAL NOTE: No inpact on state funds in FY 2005, FY 2006, and
FY 2007.



